RETIRED EMPLOYEES OF KERN COUNTY
BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ MEETING

January 9, 2007

The meeting was called to order at 10:00 a.m. by President Jeanne Berkshire.  Jeanne welcomed all the new board members and advised them to please ask questions if there is  anything that they do not understand.  

ROLL CALL:  Bill Barnhart, Mary Lou Bennett, Jeanne Berkshire, Norman Briggs, Kathy Ponec-Ervin, Paul Leonard, Ginger Mello, Georgia Morgan, Greg Salas, Earlene Smith and Walter Stewart
OTHERS PRESENT:  Opal Hargis, Belva Jared and David Merritt

MOTION by Mary Lou Bennett to approve the November minutes as read, seconded by Earlene Smith and CARRIED.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

CALIFORNIA RETIRED COUNTY EMPLOYEES ASSOCIATION (CRCEA) – David Merritt submitted a copy of the letter from CRCEA to Jerry Brown, Attorney General of California, regarding a policy adopted by the San Diego County Retirement Association.  CRCEA is requesting an opinion of the Attorney General on 3 specific questions.  David also submitted the November 2006 copy of THE JOURNAL.  

CENTRAL CALIFORNIA ASSOCIATION OF PUBLIC EMPLOYEES (CCAPE) Paul Leonard reported that on January 8th the new officers were installed and within minutes they officially became SEIU 521.  Prior to the meeting, they were Local SEIU 700.    

HOST/HOSTESS PROGRAM – Mary Lou Bennett reported that for the month of November there were 35 volunteers who worked 107 hours and assisted 1,347 visitors and for the month of December there were 29 volunteers who worked 88 hours and assisted 1,135 visitors to the County Administration Building.  Since the opening of the County Administration Building in 1992 through 2006 the volunteers assisted 243,336 visitors.  Mary Lou reported that she has had 1 new volunteer to work the program.

MONTHLY PROGRAM – 1st Vice President Earlene Smith announced that our speaker today is Jeremy Oliver from Aging and Adult Services.  When Past President Norman Briggs contacted Aging and Adult Services they stated that they wished to continue their column in THE TREND.  

NEWSLETTER – Mary Lou Bennett announced that it was a disappointment that the current TREND didn’t get out on schedule as planned.  There were a total of 4,652 TREND’s mailed.  The newsletter editor, Vicki Stronach is now working full time and it is difficult getting things to her to publish in THE TREND.  Mary Lou requested that President Jeanne Berkshire inquire of the General Membership for someone who is knowledgeable of Publishers to be able to take over THE TREND.  Mary Lou is considering the editorship.  Mary Lou stated she would notify Vicki if her services were no longer required. The other duty for THE TREND editor is printing the luncheon tickets. Several members in attendance commented on how great the current issue of THE TREND looked. 

KERN COUNTY EMPLOYEES RETIREMENT ASSOCIATION (KCERA) – President Jeanne Berkshire will contact Jeff Frapwell and invite him to our meetings.  

MEMBERSHIP – No Report

TREASURER – Mary Lou Bennett gave the Treasurer’s Report for November 2006.  MOTION by Paul Leonard to approve the Treasurer’s Report, seconded by Walter Stewart and CARRIED.  MOTION by Paul Leonard to approve the Claims Payable for November, seconded by Greg Salas and CARRIED.   Mary Lou also gave the Treasurer’s Report for December 2006.  MOTION by Bill Barnhart to approve the December Treasurer’s Report, seconded by Greg Salas and CARRIED.  MOTION by Greg Salas to approve the Claims Payable for December, seconded by Bill Barnhart and CARRIED.  Mary Lou reported that she is working on the Budget for 2007.
COMMUNICATIONS – In the mail at the Post Office Box, we received 4 County Newsletters, 3 communications from the United States Postal Service, 1 Thank you letter from the Gleaners, 2 letters from Bakersfield Rescue Mission, a Thanksgiving Card from Hall Letter Shop, a CitiBank VISA Card application, a Lowe’s ad, a Heifer Catalog, a Direct TV ad, a Christmas card from Kern Federal Credit Union, a letter from the family of Stan Martinez  who passed away and a letter from Josie DeLaTorre and family in the loss of her son.  

OLD BUSINESS:

President Jeanne Berkshire announced that Doris Smith will need a helper since the passing of Alice Wolley.  Mary Lou Bennett commented that one of her helpers is generous with volunteering her time and Mary Lou would like to talk to her and will let Jeanne know if she accepts the position. 

COORDINATED COUNTY EMPLOYEE ORGANIZATION OF KERN (CCEOK) It was announced that the next meeting will be held in February and will be hosted by Kern Law Enforcement Association (KLEA).  Secretary Ginger Mello stated that she has been in contact with Alex Bernard, Business Manager of KLEA on a date.  President Jeanne Berkshire requested Norman Briggs to give a little background on CCEOK for the new board members.  It was suggested that Norman Briggs write an article for THE TREND regarding CCEOK and the accomplishments they have made since forming.
WEB PAGE – Past President Norman Briggs announced that he is in the process of training Treasurer Mary Lou Bennett to take over the Web Page.

PAC UPDATE – No Report

MEMBERSHIP CHAIRMAN POSITION – No Report

NEW BUSINESS:
REQUEST TO ADVERTISE – A request was made by Steve Urner retired from the Sheriff’s Office and owner of Urner Realty who would like to advertise in THE TREND.  It was discussed and NO decision was made as more research is needed.
APPOINTMENT OF CRCEA ALTERNATE DELEGATE – At the time that Secretary Ginger Mello was putting the Directory together she contacted Opal Hargis to see if Opal was willing to stay on as the alternate delegate.  Opal assured Ginger that she did not want to continue as the alternate.  With Opal stepping down Ginger is willing to take the position.  MOTION by Mary Lou Bennett to appoint Ginger Mello as the Alternate Delegate to CRCEA, seconded by Walter Stewart and CARRIED.
ANNOUNCEMENTS:  Treasurer Mary Lou Bennett stated that just before Christmas she presented a check in the amount of $190, which was collected in 2006, to the Homeless Shelter and they were very appreciative.   

Past President Norman Briggs stated that we need to really consider establishing a PAC because of the fact that the County is considering taking the under 65 out of the risk pool on medical benefits and it will increase the premiums for that group to such an extreme amount that they will have to drop out.  If we were to have a PAC in place then we could cause the Board of Supervisors to think how they would vote when this item comes before them.  Norm is very confident that he can pursue an amount of $500 from an anonymous source to start the PAC.

Treasurer Mary Lou Bennett commented that we have discussed a Scholarship Fund on our agenda in the past.  She commented that Past President Norman Briggs stated that he would contact the Fire Department who gives Book Scholarships to children of their members.  Mary Lou stated that she feels that this is a good idea to establish a scholarship fund as a benefit in belonging to our organization.  

Secretary Ginger Mello stated that she has been asked if the Board would be interested in continuing to purchase name tags for the members. The decision was a definite NO.

MOTION by Norman Briggs to adjourn the meeting at 11:28 a.m., seconded by Greg Salas and CARRIED.       
RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED,

Ginger Mello, Secretary
